
ISN LIVE: CHALLENGING CONVERSATIONS: 
TALKING MASCULINITY IN SCHOOLS.
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A YOUNG MAN 
IN 2025?



 THE MANOSPHERE
WHAT IS IT?
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SOCIAL MEDIA
IS IT PROBLEMATIC?
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https://www.moreincommon.org.uk/media/flrnzo5x/public-attitudes-to-smartphones-social-media-and-online-safety-1.pdf

https://www.moreincommon.org.uk/media/flrnzo5x/public-attitudes-to-smartphones-social-media-and-online-safety-1.pdf


WHY SHOULD WE CARE?
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What's the bigger picture?



9/9/2025

              

14



9/9/2025

              

15
https://ffteducationdatalab.org.uk/2025/04/the-rise-of-teenage-girls-feeling-unsafe-at-school/

https://ffteducationdatalab.org.uk/2025/04/the-rise-of-teenage-girls-feeling-unsafe-at-school/
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ARE BOYS AND YOUNG MEN ALONE TO 
BLAME?
What are other contributing factors?





WHAT CAN BE DONE? 
CONSIDERATIONS FOR SCHOOLS
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• PARENT CURRICULUM

ENGAGE YOUR OLDER STUDENTS IN THE 
DISCUSSIONS WITH YOUNGER STUDENTS

NON-JUDGEMENTAL SPACE

APPROACH WITH CURIOSITY

9/9/2025

              

22



DO NOT ATTRIBUTE POOR BEHAVIOUR TO 
TOXIC MASCULINITY

• Masculinity is not a bad word. 

• It is not bad to be masculine. We wouldn’t tell a girl she shouldn’t be feminine 

o There a positive characteristics of masculinity (characteristics that can also apply to 
women) that should be celebrated and encouraged such as leadership, courage, 
integrity, responsibility, self-reliance, strength and ambition, along with qualities like 
empathy, compassion, and emotional intelligence,

o We must celebrate these qualities and help our young men find purpose and community.
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FURTHER LEARNING
• https://www.bbc.com/audio/play/p0kz4shz

• https://www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk/library/lost-boys
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• https://cdn.movember.com/uploads/files/Media%20Room/AU/The%20Real%20Face%20of%20Mens%20Health%20Report%20-%20Movember%20AU.pdf

• https://www.ascl.org.uk/ASCL/media/ASCL/Help%20and%20advice/Inclusion/Safer-scrolling.pdf

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=li70iz1NaDY - Diary of a CEO – young men are (quietly giving up)

• https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/sex-is-kind-of-broken-now-children-and-pornography/

• https://www.moreincommon.org.uk/media/flrnzo5x/public-attitudes-to-smartphones-social-media-and-online-safety-1.pdf
• https://antibullyingcentre.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/DCU-Toxicity-Full-Report.pdf
• https://ffteducationdatalab.org.uk/2025/04/the-rise-of-teenage-girls-feeling-unsafe-at-school/

• Regehr et al. (2023). Safer Scrolling: How algorithms popularise and gamify onlinehate and misogyny.

• Ofsted (2021). Review of sexual abuse in schools and colleges.

• Children’s Commissioner (2023). Pornography and young people report.

• Reset Australia (2022). YouTube recommendation systems and misogyny.

• Amnesty International (2023). TikTok and algorithmic harms.

• Equimundo (2022). The State of UK Boys: Understanding and Transforming Gender.
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